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xxii                   INTRODUCTION

of faults. He has, however, taken a house for a sweet
little mistress who has been deserted by her husband.
The names of Miss Blair, Mary Anne, la belle Irlandoise,
an Italian angel, a Dutch charmer called Zelide, Miss
Bosville, Miss Dick, and "the Princess," succeed

those of   Miss W------1   and   the   sweet   little   one

rapidly   in   this   connection.*     "I    find    mistresses
wherever I go," he writes to Temple.    In July 1769
he is distracted by the news that Paoli is in London,
having been expelled from Corsica by the French.    On
his way to town he appears in character at the Shake-
speare Jubilee, and to aid the crowd in the task of iden-
tifying him, has a placard inserted in his hat bearing the
legend, " Corsican BoswelL"   The following categorical
description  of his  attire was obligingly supplied to
the London Magazine (with an engraving) by the chief
performer himself*     " One of the   most remarkable
masks upon this occasion was James Bowell, Esq., in
the dress of an armed Corsican chief.    He entered the
amphitheatre about twelve o'clock.    He wore a short
dark ^coloured coat of coarse cloth, scarlet waistcoat and
breeches, and black spatterdashes; his cap, or bonnet,
was of black cloth ; on the front  it was embroidered
in gold letters, viva la liberta^ and on one side of it was
a handsome blue feather and cockade, so that it had an
elegant as well as a warlike appearance.    On the breast
of his coat was   sewed a Moor's head, the crest of
Corsica, surrounded with branches of laurel.    He had
also a cartridge-pouch, into which was stuck a stiletto,
and on his left side a pistol was hung upon the belt of
his cartridge-pouch.    He had a fusee slung across his
shoulder, wore no powder in his hair, but had it plaited
at full length with a knot of blue ribbon at the end of

* For some essays at the identification of these charmers see Notes
and Queries, passim, and especially second series iii. loc. clt.